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The Traditional Latin Mass Society  
of San Francisco 

TLM Society Website: http://sanctatrinitasunusdeus.com/  
TLM Society email: TLMofSF@gmail.com 

  

The Traditional Latin Mass Society is an association of Roman Catholic faithful dedicated to the preservation of the 
“Ancient form of the Roman Rite” or the “Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite”, as a legitimate use of Holy Mother 
Church’s Great Liturgical Patrimony. The Society includes lay faithful drawn from every age, group and walks of life as 
well as clergy and religious members who “continue to adhere with great love and affection to the earlier liturgical forms.” 
(Pope Benedict XVI, Motu Proprio Summorum Pontificum of 2007)  

 

Gaudete Sunday / 3rd Sunday of Advent  

December 15, 2013 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Latin Masses in the Archdiocese of San Francisco 

 
Star of the Sea Church     St. Monica Parish  
4420 Geary Blvd., San Francisco 94118   Geary Blvd & 23rd Ave., San Francisco 94121 

 (415) 751-0450 ext.16     (415) 751-5275 
 Sunday: 11 a.m. & Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m.  Monday - Saturday: 12:00 p.m. 
 
Immaculate Conception Chapel  Most Holy Rosary Chapel   St. Francis of Assisi 
3255 Folsom St., San Francisco 94110   One Vincent Dr., San Rafael 94903 1425 Bay Rd. East Palo Alto 94303  
(415) 824-1762    (415) 479-3331    (650) 322-2152 
Sunday: 5:00 p.m.   Sunday: 12:15 p.m.   First Friday: 6 p.m. 

***The Rorate Solemn High Mass at Star of the Sea will be celebrated on December 18 
(Wednesday, 6:30PM) by Fr. Anselm Ramelow in the Dominican Rite. Volunteers are needed to 
help light hundreds of candles! Please contact us by email: TLMofSF@gmail.com *** 

*** Christmas Midnight Mass will be celebrated on December 24 (Tuesday) at 11PM. There 
will be Christmas Carols before Mass *** 

The Rorate Caeli Mass is a traditional Advent devotion where a large 
number of candles are lighted and remain to be the only source of light 
during the whole mass. The interplay of light and darkness speak to the 
meaning of Advent and the coming of the Light of the world. The Mass 
takes its title, Rorate Caeli, from the first words of the Introit, which are from 
Isaiah 45:8: 

“Rorate, caeli, desuper, et nubes pluant justum, aperiatur terra, et 
germinet Salvatorem.” 

“Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the just: 
let the earth be opened and bud forth a Saviour.” 
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Mass Schedule at Star of the Sea for December 2013 

15-Dec-13 Sunday 11:00 AM 3rd Sunday of Advent Fr. Mark Mazza 

17-Dec-13 Tuesday 6:30 PM “O” Mass O Sapienta Fr. Anselm Ramelow 

***18-Dec-13 Wednesday 6:30 PM “O” Mass – O Adonai (Rorate Mass) Fr. Anselm Ramelow 

19-Dec-13 Thursday 6:30 PM “O” Mass – O Radix Jesse Canon Olivier Meney 

20-Dec-13 Friday 6:30 PM “O” Mass – O Clavis David Fr. Mark Mazza 

21-Dec-13 Saturday 10:00 AM “O” Mass – O Oriens Fr. Mark Mazza 

22-Dec-13 Sunday 11:00 AM 
4th Sunday of Advent – O Rex 

Gentium Fr. Mark Mazza 

23-Dec-13 Monday 6:30 PM “O” Mass – O Emmanuel Fr. Mark Mazza 

24-Dec-13 Tuesday 11:00 PM 
Nativity of Our Lord

Midnight Mass (*Holy Day) Fr. Mark Mazza 

   Christmas Carols before Mass  

25-Dec-13 Wednesday 11:00 AM Nativity of Our Lord (*Holy Day) Fr. Mark Mazza 

29-Dec-13 Sunday 11:00 AM Sunday Octave of Christmas Fr. Mark Mazza 
     

From the Prefect of the Traditional Latin Mass Society of San Francisco 
 
Dearest	Friends,	

Joy	 is	 one	of	 the	most	 elusive	 of	 all	 human	experiences.	You	 can’t	 catch	 it	when	you	want	 it	 and	you	 lose	 it	 even	when	you	are	 already	
touching	 it	with	your	 fingertips.	But	when	one	gives	up	chasing	 it,	 it	alights	on	ones	soul,	 like	a	butterfly,	and	changes	the	world	 for	 that	
person;	the	ordinary	becomes	extraordinary,	the	drab	colorful	and	the	workaday	special.	And	one	is	taken	aback,	always	in	surprise,	because	
joy	comes	when	you	least	expect	it.	

Joy	 can	 come	 from	many	 sources,	most	 of	which	 are	 ordinary	 and	 simple.	 Joy	 can	 come	 from	 a	 smile,	 a	 kind	word,	 the	 sunrise	 after	 a	
nightlong	rain,	a	flower	that	blooms,	a	long‐lost	friend	met	in	a	busy	thoroughfare,	a	good	meal,	a	moment	of	recognition.	Sometimes,	it	also	
comes	from	silence.	But	joy	comes,	it	does	come.	

The	only	condition	is	that	one	must	be	ready	and	open	to	welcome	joy.	One	must	never	lose	sense	of	wonderment	and	awe,	the	capacity	for	
surprise	 and	 playfulness,	 and	 an	 open	 heart	 for	 appreciation.	 Joy	 does	 not	 come	 to	 those	 who	 have	 turned	 stiff	 or	 to	 those	 who	 have	
remained	but	superficial.	Joy	comes	when	we	are	most	childlike.	

Joy	comes	to	everyone;	but	it	can	fill	us	only	by	the	amount	of	space	we	give	it	in	our	hearts.	Strangely,	our	hearts	have	been	created	by	God	
not	just	with	the	capacity	for	joy;	God	has	put	in	them	also	the	longing	and	the	yearning	for	it.	The	human	heart	is	ever	longing	to	be	filled	
with	joy.	

The	joke,	however,	is	that	when	we	focus	our	attention	on	the	absence	of	joy	in	our	hearts	and	if	we	spend	our	energies	to	fill	that	absence,	
we	will	never	be	truly	joyful.	On	the	contrary,	our	awareness	of	the	absence	of	joy	intensifies.	The	least	joyful	persons	are	those	who	spend	a	
great	deal	of	time	and	energy	seeking	joy.	They	drive	themselves	chasing	joy	but	joy	is	always	a	step	ahead	of	them,	so	near	yet	so	far.	

Joy	is	a	gift	of	God.	There	are	many	things	in	life	that	cannot	be	appeased	by	things	material	‐	they	help,	but	only	temporarily	and	artificially.	
There	are	many	things	in	the	human	heart	that,	humanly	speaking,	cannot	be	erased.	Can	a	man	who	has	betrayed	his	friend	or	loved	one	be	
ever	at	peace?	Can	a	sinner	be	ever	joyful	as	long	as	he	lives	in	guilt?	Joy	is	God’s	gift	because	joy	is	what	comes	when	our	guilt	is	taken	away.	

Joy	is	an	integral	part	of	our	relationship	to	God,	the	source	of	all	good	and	all	happiness,	and	is	the	fruit	of	all	his	revelation.	“These	things	
have	 I	 spoken	unto	 you,	 that	my	 joy	might	 remain	 in	 you,	and	 that	 your	 joy	might	be	 full”	 (John	15:11).	The	 closer	we	 are	 to	 the	
Kingdom	of	God,	the	more	intense	our	sharing	in	the	rejoicing	that	is	an	essential	action	of	the	Divine	nature.	The	Saints	experience	more	joy	
on	earth	than	others	do	because	they	are	closer	to	God	and	more	open	to	the	Gifts	of	the	Holy	Ghost.	A	mark	of	great	holiness	is	the	ability	to	
find	joy	in	the	most	unpromising	circumstances,	to	rejoice	in	deprivation,	pain,	and	sacrifice.	

“So	brethren,	rejoice	in	the	Lord,	not	in	the	world.	That	is,	rejoice	in	the	Truth,	not	in	wickedness;	rejoice	in	the	hope	of	
Eternity,	not	 in	 the	 fading	 flower	of	vanity.	That	 is	 the	way	 to	rejoice.	Wherever	you	are	on	earth,	however	 long	you	
remain	on	earth,	the	Lord	is	near,	do	not	be	anxious	about	anything!”	–	St.	Anthony	of	Egypt	

Laudetur	Jesus	Christus! 

AJ Garcia 
Prefect, TLM Society of San Francisco 
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Chaplain’s Corner: 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

                                                                                          
             

Introit sung to Gregorian Chant 

Philemon 4: 4-6; Ps. 84;2  Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete. Modestia vestra nota sit omnibus hominibus: 
Dominus enim prope est.  Nihil solliciti sitis; sed in omni oratione petitiones vestrae innotescant apud Deum.  Benedixisti, 
Domine, terram tuam, avertisti captivitatem Jacob.  Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, rejoice.  Let your modesty be 
known to all men: for the Lord is nigh.  Be nothing solicitous; but in every thing by prayer let your petitions be made known 
to God.  Lord, Thou has blessed Thy land; Thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob. 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

In Advent this Sunday has been traditionally called Gaudete Sunday.  “Gaudete” comes from the Latin verb which means “to 
rejoice.”  I have printed about the official Introit in Latin and English, which is used not only in the Traditional Latin Mass, 
but also in the Ordinary Form of the Mass when the official music of the Church is used.   

We are reminded that it is Jesus who alone brings lasting joy.  His joy enters our hearts when we live in union with Him.  If 
we are alive in Him, living in the state of grace, we possess a peace, joy, love that nurtures us now and will lead to eternal 
happiness in heaven.   Our spiritual rebirth in Jesus is our greatest treasure.   It is this certainty that gives us “forbearance” 
since we know that “The Lord is at hand.”    

It is from this position of Godly joy that we have the confidence to call out to God in prayer, even when sad experiences 
come our way.  Though there are difficulties in life, they need not steal from us our identity as beloved sons and daughters 
of the Father.  We are comforted and encouraged to persevere come what may:  “Do not be anxious over anything.”   We 
have this confidence because God always hears and answers our prayers.  He invites us to cry out to Him:  “…in all manner 
of prayer, let your requests be made known unto God.” 

At this mid-point of Advent we pause to assess our spiritual progress thus far. 

God is very good.  He always loves us more than we can imagine and His mercy is without limits.  We fervently pray for the 
grace to make further growth in the Christian life.  Renewing our faith in the Lord Jesus gives us a hope that revives us and 
brings hope to others.  Jesus will not let us down; Jesus lives. 

Yours in the Lord, 

The Rev. Mark G. Mazza 

TLM Society Liturgical Calendar for Sale today! 

($10) Each month has images and descriptions of the 12 parts of the Holy Mass. 
Daily saints in concordance with the missal of 1962 with civic holidays and holy 
days. Traditional and present day rules and lessons for fast, abstinence and holy 
days of obligation plus ample room for writing your own daily notes! 

Calendars will also be sold after the 12:15pm Mass today at Most Holy Rosary 
Chapel in San Rafael. 

Mystic Monk Coffee Sale today! 

Looking for a good Christmas gift? After the 11 AM Mass this Sunday 
(Dec. 15, 2013), everyone is invited to come down to the Star of the Sea 
school auditorium where the Mystic Monk Coffee will be on sale! Some of 
the coffee blend available for sale will include: Christmas Blend ($15), 
Jingle Bell Java ($12), Vespers Decaf Ground ($12) and many more! Cash 
payment only. Mystic Monk Coffee will also be sold after the 12:15pm 
Mass today at the Most Holy Rosary Chapel in San Rafael. 
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Feature of the week: Building a Bridge to Truth ~ Cardinal Newman 
 
By Rev. Dr. Steven P. Beseau STD ** 
 
** Source: Passion for Truth (http://www.cardinaljohnhenrynewman.com/building-a-bridge-to-truth-card-newman/) : The 
Life of John Henry Newman. Posted here with the kind permission of Fr. Juan R. Velez (Prelature of Opus Dei) ** 
 
Priests, and others who work in campus ministry, recognize that fear is a common experience among college students. 
This is especially the case when they are trying to make decisions like the choice of a major or in discerning a vocation. I 
am not referring to the normal seriousness that should surround these decisions.  Concern for making right choices is 
good.  Choosing a major or discerning a vocation is an important decision for a young person and should not be taken 
lightly. 
 
But what many of us see, is not just a normal and healthy concern, but rather, an irrational and paralyzing fear. More than 
just a fear of making a mistake, it is the grave apprehension that once a choice is made, there will be little hope in being 
able to correct it.  This fear also extends into decisions that are not necessarily long-term, like asking a person to go on a 
date. This fear leads to two extremes; they are either paralyzed from acting or they hastily make rash decisions, hoping 
that they will make the right choice. 
 
While this irrational fear has many causes, I believe one important one is that young people have been taught an 
impoverished and reduced understanding of truth.  This problem is addressed in the papal encyclical Lumen Fidei: 
 
In contemporary culture, we often tend to consider the only real truth to be that of technology: truth is what we succeed in 
building and measuring by our scientific know-how, truth is what works and what makes life easier and more 
comfortable. Nowadays this appears as the only truth that is certain, the only truth that can be shared, the only truth that 
can serve as a basis for discussion or for common undertakings. Yet at the other end of the scale we are willing to allow 
for subjective truths of the individual, which consist in fidelity to his or her deepest convictions, yet these are truths valid 
only for that individual and not capable of being proposed to others in an effort to serve the common good. (LF25) 
 
The pope points out that the modern world only recognizes two ways of coming to validly know the truth; through 
technology and science or through the subjective feelings and experiences of the individual. Whatever can be determined 
scientifically or whatever your heart tells you.  But the idea that there is a truth that could provide a total vision of life, 
that the Truth itself, truth with a capital T, exists and can be known, is mocked and ridiculed. 
 
This reductive understanding of truth has resulted in what Cardinal Ratzinger called the “dictatorship of relativism.” 
Under this dictatorship, nothing is truly definitive and our only goals are set by satisfying our desires and egos.  Certainty 
of anything not revealed by scientific truth or by one’s own wishes and feelings is irrelevant because it is impossible to 
reach it. 
 
One of the consequences of any dictatorship is fear.  Fear of authorities who may break into your home and take you 
away, fear of being turned in by someone for betraying the dictator’s regime.  A dictatorship leaves one suspicious and 
uncertain, without trust or peace.  These characteristics also mark the lives of many young adults.  They are suspicious, 
uncertain, lack trust and peace; in other words, they are fearful. 
 
University students have been well formed in this limited understanding of the truth.  They are immersed in a culture that 
strongly holds to this impoverished vision of truth.  Taught that there are only two ways of coming to know the truth; 
through science or by “being true to yourself,” they are plagued by an irrational fear, especially when they are making 
important life decisions like choosing a major or discerning a vocation. No one should be surprised by this.  Science is a 
poor guide in making decisions like who one should marry. There are neither mathematical equations nor scientific proofs 
why a person should marry a certain person. 
 
One’s emotions and feelings are not strong enough to make these decisions either.  Our emotions come and go. They grow 
strong and then weak and they can often betray us. Today we feel that we love someone but tomorrow we may not.  A 
university student has a great passion for a subject one semester but it can fade the next.  If the rigidity of science or my 



5 | P a g e  
 

fickle emotions are the only ways I can come to know truth, then of course irrational fear will be the result. How can I 
have the peace that comes with certainty if there are no certain ways of coming to the truth about these questions? 
 
Is there a way to help young adults overcome this irrational fear? I believe that John Henry Newman provides an answer.  
In a personal letter in which he defends his belief in God and Catholicism, Newman explained the certainty of his belief 
by making a comparison between a solid iron bar and a cable. “An iron bar represents mathematical or strict 
demonstration; a cable represents moral demonstration, which is an assemblage of probabilities, separately insufficient for 
certainty, but when put together, irrefragable.” (Letters and Diaries of John Henry Newman, Vol. XXI, 146) The iron bar 
is a symbol of the truth achieved through science and technology while the cable represents the mode of coming to the 
certainty of truth in religious belief. 
 
Science discovers the truth by searching for the simplest solution, the one cause of a reaction, simple and of one piece, 
like a bar of iron.  The truth of Catholicism is just as certain, but is arrived at by a mode of discovery that is different than 
science.   This method can be compared to a cable, made up of a number of separate wires, by themselves insufficient, but 
when wrapped together, they provide certainty and are difficult to refute.  Newman considered the process of coming to 
believe in the truth of God’s existence and the Catholic faith as more similar to the creation of a cable than to an iron bar. 
 
This image of a cable made up of separate wires provides an image of reaching the certainty of truth in a way different 
than the sciences or through one’s emotions.  It is an image of a way of coming to the truth that offers a response to the 
dictatorship of relativism that plagues the modern world and can help overcome the irrational fear that plagues young 
people. 
 
To further explain this, I want to carry Newman’s image farther by using, not only the images of iron bars and cables, but 
also adding a third material and then compare the values of these materials in building a bridge. In a way, coming to the 
truth is like building a bridge from not knowing to knowing, from uncertainty to certainty. 
 
The scientific method can be compared to building a bridge with an iron bar.  It is solid, complete and simple. A scientist 
is looking for the simplest and most elegant explanations; often guided by the principle of Occam’s razor.  That method is 
right and valid for science but is terrible for discerning questions of vocation or profession. There will never be one simple 
reason why one should become a priest or one reason why you should choose one major over another. Newman says 
something similar in the same letter, “A man who said, ‘I cannot trust a cable, I must have an iron bar,’ would, in certain 
given cases, be irrational and unreasonable: – so too is a man who says I must have a rigid demonstration, not moral 
demonstration, of religious truth.” (Ibid.) 
 
Here is where I add the third, and slightly humorous, building material. I compare the subjective model of coming to 
know the truth, based on our emotions and feelings, to building a bridge with wet spaghetti noodles. Our emotions and 
feelings come and go. They lack long-term strength and do not last, much like spaghetti noodles.  It is possible to build a 
bridge with them, but it is not a sturdy bridge that we can place much weight on. In the same way, our emotions cannot 
provide the certainty needed to reach the truth of important conclusions like career choices or vocational decisions. 
 
The third way to build a bridge is with cables. A cable, made up of single wires wrapped together, is an excellent material 
for supporting a bridge.  It is strong yet flexible. It provides the necessary support, but in a way that a solid iron bar does 
not.   A decision symbolized by a cable will consist of many conclusions, not all of the same weight, and none, by 
themselves, sufficient to make a decision.  Yet, together they can provide a certainty that one has reached the right 
conclusion. 
 
This is the way to the truth that we have failed to teach to young people and it is also the best way that we come to 
certainty in our most important decisions.  There will never be one sufficient reason why someone should marry one 
person over another or choose one career as opposed to another.  But there will be dozens. None of them will be strong 
enough to stand strong by themselves, but together, like a cable, they will provide a certainty that can lead to peace and 
overcome the fear that is a result of our impoverished modern understanding of truth. 
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Solemn High Mass in the Dominican Rite for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 8, 2013) 
 
Last Sunday (December 8, 2013), a Traditional Solemn High Latin Mass in the Dominican Rite was celebrated for the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception at Star of the Sea Church in San Francisco. The celebrant was Fr. Anselm Ramelow, 
O.P., assisted by the friars from the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology (Berkeley, CA) and St. Dominic’s 
Church (Benicia, CA).  After Mass, the first TLM Society Annual Christmas Party took place at the school auditorium. 
Many thanks for those who helped in making this Christmas party a great success! Below are some photos from the Mass 
and Christmas party (more pictures can be viewed at our website – www.sanctatrinitasunusdeus.com). 
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Mass Intention Requests 

When the TLM Society arranges special Masses with 
the approval of the pastor/chaplain, i.e. First Fridays, 
Holydays and other special days, Mass intentions may 
be requested. A stipend of $10.00 per Mass.  Visit the 
parish office Monday-Thursday between 9am-4pm. If 
you have questions please email us 
TLMofSF@gmail.com 
 

Temporary  Housing Needed 

From a 30-year old traditional gal, in NY: I will be 
at John Muir for 13 weeks starting the 10th of 
February, 2014. Looking for a furnished flat/apt 
or a room. I don't have any pets. Living with a 
family is ok as long as I'm not in the way. If you 
can help by referring a place, please email me at 
missjensen8@gmail.com. Thanks and God bless! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 
Walk for Life West Coast 2014: Join fellow Catholics and Pro-Lifers from all over California 
and beyond as we stand up for the littlest among us at the 10th Annual Walk for Life West 
Coast in San Francisco on January 25, 2014. The pre-walk rally begins at 12:30PM in San 
Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza, and the Walk for Life, down the city’s Market Street, begins at 
1:30. Last year’s Walk drew 40,000+ people and eleven Catholic bishops and a personal 
message from then Pope Benedict XVI! For complete information about the Walk, visit 
www.walkforlifewc.com or call 415-658-1793. 
 

The TLM Society will be participating in the Walk for Life Info Faire at the Civic Center Plaza 
on January 25, 2014. Fliers and other informational materials on the Traditional Latin Mass 
will be distributed. Volunteers are needed! Please e-mail the Society at tlmofsf@gmail.com or 
call Jay Balza (707-319-7549).     
 

Christmas Cards with Novena of Masses 

Cards will be sold on December 8. This Christmas honor 
the Holy Infant Jesus by sending beautiful Christmas 
cards to your friends and loved ones. The prayer 
intentions of the card recipients will be remembered in a 
special Novena of Masses celebrated at the Shrine of 
Christ the King in Chicago from December 24 to January 
1.  

Choose from five beautiful cover paintings while supplies 
last. Each shipment of cards includes a form to record the 
names and novena intentions of your friends and loved 
ones that can be returned to the Shrine. 

Suggested donation:  

$25 for 10 enrollments; $20 for additional 10. 

The Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest is happy to announce two 
Spring Pilgrimages: From March 31 to April 7, 2014, Canon Benoit Jayr will 
lead a group to Mexico and visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
Shrine of Mexican Martyr Blessed Miguel Pro, and travel in the Footsteps of 
the Cristeros. Holy Mass in the EF/TLM and devotions will be offered each day.  
For inquiries, please email ststanislaus@institute-christ-king.org 

From April 23 - May 2, 2014, Canon Jean Marie Moreau will lead a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. Spend three nights on the Sea of Galilee, one night in Jericho 
& four nights in Jerusalem. Cost from Newark, NJ is $3795. Sign up by Jan. 
10th to save $200. For more details & a brochure, call 1-800-334-5425 or go 
to www.syversentouring.com/holyland.  
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Propers for the 3rd Sunday of Advent : December 15, 2013 
Introit  Phil. 4:4-6 
Rejoice in the Lord always: again I say, rejoice. Let you 
moderation be known to all men: for the Lord is near. Have 
no anxiety, but in everything, by prayer let your petitions be 
made known to God. 
Ps 84:2 
You have favored, O Lord, Your land; You have restored 
the well-being of Jacob. 
V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. 
 
Collect 
Lend Your ear to our prayers, O Lord, we beseech You; 
and brighten the darkness of our minds by the grace of 
Your coming. Who livest and reignest with God the Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
 
Epistle Phil 4:4-7 
Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Let your moderation be known to all men. The Lord is near. 
Have no anxiety, but in every prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your petitions be made known to God. And 
may the peace of God which surpasses all understanding 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 
Gradual Ps 79:2-3, 2. 
From Your throne, O Lord, upon the Cherubim, rouse Your 
power, and come. 
V. O Shepherd of Israel, hearken, O Guide of the flock of 
Joseph! Alleluia, alleluia. 
V. Rouse, O Lord, Your power, and come to save us. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel John 1:19-28 
At that time, the Jews sent to John from Jerusalem priests 
and Levites to ask him, Who are you? And he 
acknowledged and did not deny; and he acknowledged, I 
am not the Christ. And they asked him, What then? Are you 
Elias? And he said, I am not. Are you the Prophet? And he 
answered, No. They therefore said to him, Who are you? 
that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What 
have you to say of yourself? He said, I am the voice of one 
crying in the desert, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
said Isaias the prophet. And they who had been sent were 
from among the Pharisees. And they asked him, and said to 
him, Why, then, do you baptize, if you are not the Christ, 
nor Elias, nor the Prophet? John said to them in answer, I 
baptize with water; but in the midst of you there has stood 
One Whom you do not know. He it is Who is to come after 
me, Who has been set above me, the strap of Whose sandal 
I am not worthy to loose. These things took place at 
Bethany, beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 
Offertory Ps 84:2 
You have favored, O Lord, Your land; You have restored 
the well-being of Jacob. You have forgiven the guilt of 
Your people. 
 
Secret  
We beseech You, O Lord, that the gift we dedicate to You, 
may be sacrificed continually, so that the sacramental rite 
You have ordained may be fully observed, and the work of 
Your salvation may be wonderfully effective within us. 
Through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. 
 
Communion Isa 35:4 
Say to those who are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here 
is our God, He comes to save us. 
 
Post Communion  
We entreat You, merciful Lord, that these divine helps may 
cleanse us from our sins and prepare us for the coming 
festal season. Through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
 

 


